WEDDING SUPERSTITIONS

In England the wedding preparations, ceremony and feast have all become loaded with ritual practices to
ward off evil and bless the marriage with fortune and fertility.

The choice of date is important. May is traditionally unlucky for weddings. The tradition that the bride's
parents should pay for the wedding dates from two or three centuries ago, when wealthy families would
pay an eligible bachelor to take an unmarried daughter off their hands in exchange for a large dowry.

At most formal weddings, brides still get married in virginal white — many other colours are considered
unlucky. A bride will also ensure that her wedding outfit includes “"something old, something new,
something borrowed, something blue”. "Old" maintains her link with the past; "new" symbolizes the
future; "borrowed" gives her a link with the present; and "blue” symbolizes her purity.

Even a modern bride will observe the taboos about wearing her dress before the ceremony. The groom
must not see her in it until she enters the church. The veil should be put on for the first time as she leaves
for the church.

It is a lucky omen if the bride should see a chimney sweep on her way to church. Sometimes a sweep is
paid to attend the ceremony and Kiss the bride - a relic of the idea that soot and ashes are symbols of
fertility.

After the ceremony, the couple are showered with confetti. One old custom was for the bride and
sometimes the groom to negotiate some obstacle as they left the church — guests would impede them
with ropes of flowers, for example, or with sticks that had to be jumped over.

After that the bride is faced with the feast. The most important item is the wedding cake, whose richness
symbolizes fertility, just as it has done since Roman times. Today, the first slice is cut by the bride to
ensure a fruitful marriage.

Exercise I.
J171s1 CJIOB M CJIOBOCOYETAaHUH M3 KOJIOHKU A ToA0epuTe MPaBUJIHHBIA BapUAHT MEpeBOa U3 KOJOHKU B.
Hanpuwmep: 1 —m).

A B
1. feast; a) (ara;
2. to load; b) cBsi3b;
3. to ward off; C) cOBITh C PYK, OT/IATh;
4. evil; d) obecneunBath, rapaHTUPOBATH;,
5. to bless; e) caxa;
6. fertility; f) 3Hak, 3HaMeHHueE;
7. eligible; g) IUIOIOTBOPHBIH Opak;
8. to take off one’s hands; h) cien, ocTaTtok, MEPEKUTOK;
9. dowry; |) THPJISH/IA [[BETOB,;
10. virginal, J) cBaIeOHbIH YKHH;
11. to ensure; K) OTroHsITH, OTBpaIIaTh;
12. a wedding outfit; ) 3anper;
13. borrowed; M) IJI0I0POIKE;
14. to maintain; N) JTOMTHK, KyCOYEK;
15. a link; 0) 61aroCIOBIIATh, HANETATH,
16. purity; P) B3ATHI B3aliMBI;
17. to observe; q) 3710;
18. a taboo; I) peo10JieBaTh MPEMSIATCTBUE;
19. a veil; S) mernen,
20. an omen; t) cyesepue;
21. a chimney sweep; U) cBaaeOHBIIH HAPS,
22. arelic; V) YHCTOTA, IETIOMY/IPHUE;
23. soot; W) MpUIaHOE;
24. ash; X) TpyOOUuCT;
25. to symbolize; Y) JCBCTBEHHBIIH;
26. to negotiate an obstacle; Z) manka,;



27. arope of flowers; ax) 3a/Iep)KUBaTh, MPEMATCTBOBATh, MEIIATh,

27. a stick; bX) rpy3uTh, 3amoyHATH;

28. aslice; CX) TOIXOISIIMH, )KeIaTCIIbHBIN;
29. a fruitful marriage; dx) moanepKUBaTh;

30. to impede; eX) co0JIr0aTh, ClICI0BaTh;

31. a superstition; fX) cuMBOIM3HPOBATB.

Exercise I1.

J1Jis 0B U CIIOBOCOYETAaHUM U3 KOJIOHKH A 1oAOepUTe CHUHOHUMBI U3 KOJIOHKHU B.
Hampumep: 1 —f1).

A B
1. to be loaded with; a) connection;
2. fortune; b) sign;
3. fertility; c) to be full;
4. eligible; d) to block;
5. outfit; e) to go;
6. link; ) luck;
7. 0men; g) fruitfulness;
8. to impede; h) dress;
9. to attend; ) suitable.

Orsernl: 1c; 2f; 3g; 4i; 5h; 6a; 7b; 8d; e.

Exercise I11.
J1y1st TIAaroJioB U3 KOJIOHKK A TOAOEpUTE CYIIECTBUTEIBHBIE C TIPEIJIOTaMH U3 KOJIOHKH B Tak, 4TOOBI
cocTaBuTh cioBocoueranus. Hampumep: 1 —f). [Ipu HeoOX0IMMOCTH BOCIIONB3YHTECh TEKCTOM.

A B
1. to ward, a) with confetti;
2. to bless; b) with ropes of flowers;
3. to leave; c) for the church;
4. to shower; d) off evil;
5. to impede; e) over a stick;
6. to jump; ) with fortune and fertility;
7. to marry; g) in white.

Exercise IV.
Z[J'Iﬂ TJIaroJIoB U3 KOJIOHKH A HO,Z[6€pI/ITe CYI_I_IGCTBI/IT CJIbHBIC 663 npez[norma N3 KOJIOHKHA B Tak, IITO6I>I
coctaBuTh cioBocoueranust. Hanpumep: 1 — f). IIpu HE0OX0AMMOCTH BOCIIONIB3YHTECH TEKCTOM.

A B
1. to symbolize; a) a taboo;
2. to observe; b) a fruitful marriage;
3. to attend; c) a dress;
4. to Kiss; d) purity;
5. to negotiate; €) a ceremony;
6. to ensure; f) an obstacle;
7. to wear; g) a bride.

Exercise V.

BMecTo MHOTOTOUMS TOCTaBbTE CJIOBA U3 TEKCTA, MOIXOIAIINE IO CMBICITY.

Hampumep: 1.Institutes, universities and academies provide ... for people. 1. Education
1. There’s a ... on smoking in this office. You have to go outside if you want to smoke.
2. Parents and mostly nature ... their children with talents and abilities.

3. Breaking a mirror is considered to be a bad ....

4. European countries ... friendly relations with Russia.

5. Police suspect there may be a ... between the two murders.



6. The pyramids in Egypt are ... of ancient civilizations.

7. There’s an old ... that killing a spider brings you bad luck.

8. Don’t drop cigarette ... on the carpet.

9. Old people usually ... customs and traditions.

Caoa: a link; ash; a taboo; relics; to observe; to bless; an omen; superstition; to maintain.

Exercise VI.

Ckaxxute, BEpHBI JIU cieayrolue yreepkaenus. Ecnu na, To noctasete T; eciu HeT, Torjaa — F.
Hanpumep: 1 - F.

1. The choice of date for the wedding ceremony is very important.

2. May is traditionally lucky for weddings.

3. It was a tradition that the bride’s parents took a large dowry from the groom in exchange for their
daughter.

4. Brides get married in red — this colour brings luck.

5. The bride’s wedding outfit should include “something old, something new, something borrowed,
something new.”

6. “Old” means a link with the past.

7. “Borrowed” symbolizes the bride’s purity.

8. A modern groom should observe the taboo about wearing a wedding tuxedo before the ceremony.
9. The veil should be put on as the groom mustn’t see his bride’s face before the ceremony.

10. It’s a lucky omen when the bride should see chimney ashes on her way to the church.

11. Soot and ashes are symbols of fertility.

12. After the ceremony, the couple are showered with confetti.

13. The bride and the groom shouldn’t negotiate any obstacles; all problems are supposed to be left in the
past.

14. The most important item in the wedding feast is the wedding cake.

15. The first slice is cut by the bride and the groom together.



